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THE MQHURRUM.*

The Mohurrum, which for hundreds of years back has been going
on with great eclat in Moslem families, is in remembrance of the
martyrdom or death of Hassun and Hossein, grandsons of Mohammed
the Prophet. This death or martyrdom, which has a specific name
termed Shahadut in the phraseology of the Mohammedan doctrine, is
the most memorable event in the pages of the annals of Islam, and is
only second in importance to the Prophet's own obituary that occurred in
633 A. D., and is most reverently regarded by the Moslems of the
world, since it fully bears testimony to the staunchest, unshaken belief
of the heroes of the martyrdom who, in stnct obeisance to God, man-
fully and very patiently suffered mortality for the preservation of
Islam against tyiannies of certain led-astray Mussulmans who, like
infidels, wanted to uproot and destroy it by the infusion and introduc-
tion into it of many innovations literally foreign to the essence and
spirit of the religious standard. The history, founded on a strict reli-
able principle, and admitted unanimously by Moslems of all schools,
runs to tiie effect that in 60 Hegira, long after the death of the
Prophet and his four Califs, one Yazid, ruler of an extensive province in
Arabia, with an intent to force his subjects to take him, as head of
their religion, claimed supremacy of the pulpit, and enjoined all belie-
vers of Islam in his domain to obey him as successor to the Caliphate,
This was objected to by the entire bulk of Mussulmans of the time,
who held these pretensions as blasphemy and infidelity : and openly
opposed him in this act on the express plea that, in face of the then
existing two grandsons of the Prophet, it was utterly irreligious and
hellish to take others as the ecclesiastic head. Being thus baffled in his
design, he resolved to behead the two holy grandsons under an impres-
sion that their end vill clear away all obstacles in the way of gaining
the object of his desires. Guided by this evil intention the wicked
Yazid first threatened the two holiest beings to conform themselves to
his obedience, and to dutifully recognise him as head of their religion.

* Vide the Indim Daily N&ros, Monday, August 25, 1890, containing the
author's paper anent the matter.